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Doctrine and Covenants 18–19 
 

“THE WORTH OF SOULS IS GREAT” 
 
 

Revelation to Joseph Smith the Prophet, Oliver Cowdery, and David Whitmer, given at Fayette, New 
York, June 1829. According to the Prophet, this revelation made known “the calling of twelve apostles in 

these last days, and also instructions relative to building up the Church.” 1–5, Scriptures show how to build up the Church; 6–8, 
The world is ripening in iniquity; 9–16, The worth of souls is great;17–25, To gain salvation, men must take upon themselves the 
name of Christ; 26–36, The calling and mission of the Twelve are revealed; 37–39, Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer are to 
search out the Twelve; 40–47, To gain salvation, men must repent, be baptized, and keep the commandments. 
 
Revelation given through Joseph Smith, at Manchester, New York, likely in the summer of 1829. In his history, the Prophet 
introduces it as “a commandment of God and not of man, to Martin Harris, given by him who is Eternal.” 1–3, Christ has all 
power; 4–5, All men must repent or suffer; 6–12, Eternal punishment is God’s punishment; 13–20, Christ suffered for all, that 
they might not suffer if they would repent; 21–28, Preach the gospel of repentance; 29–41, Declare glad tidings. 
 

 

What happened to the 
principle of atonement? 
Although the principle of 
“one atoning for our sins” 
in Judaism has diminished 

over the years, one day every year is set aside 
as the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur. “The 
tenth of the Hebrew month of Tishrei is Yom 
Kippur, a day of fasting and prayer for all 
Israel, a day which has been significant to 
Jews throughout the ages. The Day of 
Atonement is the last of the Ten Days of 
Penitence which begin with Rosh Ha-Shanah, 
and is the climax of the repentance and soul-
searching incumbent on every Jew during this 
period. “Perhaps the most beloved ritual of the 
Day of Atonement, Kol Nidrei is . . . chanted 
before sunset as the . . . worshipers are 
wrapped in tallitot and some even robed in 
white gowns (kitels).” (Encyclopedia Judaica Jr.) 
 
Where is one place on earth can we 
experience the results of repentance? 
Since 1967, when Jerusalem became open for 
Jews, the congregant’s response is “Next year 
in Jerusalem-rebuilt.” This is an expression of 
rebuilding the temple in the mountains of Judah. 
“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, 
even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye 
delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the 
LORD of hosts.” (Malachi 3:1) “I am Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God; wherefore, gird up your loins 
and I will suddenly come to my temple. Even so. 
Amen.” (Doctrine and Covenants 36:8) 

What ultimately follows this earth-life? 
The understanding of the term “resurrection” is 
quite lost by most Christians and Jews. In 
previous discussions we have pointed out that 
for Jews, the concept of God has diminished 
since the days of Biblical writings that 
constantly referred to God in anthropomorphic 
terminology. Likewise, the concept of life after 
death in a resurrected state has largely 
disappeared; and when used, it refers mostly 
to the righteous in a distant future. 
“Resurrection” is one of the Lord’s names. The 
Book of Mormon prophet, Alma, teaches that 
there is no resurrection until after the coming of 
the Messiah. Judaism, nowadays, has virtually 
no belief in resurrection or life, as such, after 
death. To the Jews, the Messiah has not come; 
consequently, it is understandable that they do 
not have an active belief in the resurrection. 
There are, however, benedictions and other 
statements with words that seem to connect to 
a former belief in Resurrection. “. . . Barukh 
mehayyeh ha-metim (‘Blessed be . . . He Who 
revives the dead’) is therefore also known as 
Tehiyyat ha-Metim (‘Resurrection of the Dead’) 
. . . “. . . the righteous of all generations will be 
reunited at the time of the resurrection of the 
dead during the messianic period.” 
(Encyclopedia Judaica Jr.) 
 
When did the concept of resurrection begin 
to fade? 
“They [Essenes] believed in reward and 
punishment; in immortality of the soul; but not 
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in physical resurrection. “Some rabbis believed 
in resurrection. That is that at a certain point in 
time God will bring everybody back to life and 
then the world will be a perfect place and 
physical life will go on indefinitely.  This 
doctrine poses some obvious difficulties: the 
body actually decomposes after burial so how 
can it be reconstituted; furthermore what about 
overpopulation of the world? Those who 
believe in resurrection claim that anyway the 
whole process will be miraculous, and the 
miracle will solve all the problems. Other rabbis 
however denied physical resurrection entirely 
and understood the afterlife to be a completely 
spiritual experience.” “The argument about 
resurrection lasted well into the Middle Ages, 
and was one of the reasons for the sharp 
attacks against Maimonides. Many believed 
that he denied the doctrine and his views 
started a controversy that lasted for hundreds 
of years. In modern times most Jewish 
theologians do not subscribe to the doctrine of 
physical resurrection and movements such as 
Reform Judaism do not consider it to be a 
necessary belief for the Jew.” “The whole 
subject of [an] afterlife is not explicitly stated in 
the Bible and many scholars are of the opinion 
that belief in [an] afterlife was adopted by Jews 
during the Babylonian exile after the 
destruction of the First Temple when they 
came into contact with eastern religions such 
as Zoroastrianism. “The Sadducees also 
rejected the Pharisaic belief in the immortality 
of the soul and the resurrection of the body, 
claiming that there is no basis for these beliefs 
in the Torah.” (Encyclopedia Judaica Jr.) 
Remember, the Pharisees still believed in a 
resurrection, the Sadducees did not. Some 
might say, “That‘s the reason they were “sad, 
you see!” 
 
How can I prepare for a happy 
resurrection? 
The process of resurrection also depends on 
our preparation. That includes repentance. The 
Lord’s first message to the Disciples in the 
“Americas” was the same as to the Disciples in 
the Land of Israel, and repeated in Latter-days 
is that of repentance. The word “repentance” in 
Hebrew literally means “to turn” or “return.” 
“Repentance in Hebrew is known as teshuvah, 
which literally means ‘return,’ and signifies a 
return to God. A person who repents his sins is 

known as a ba'al teshuvah. Many rabbis of the 
Talmud believed that the real ba'al teshuvah is 
greater even than a person who has never 
sinned and they furthermore said that when a 
person repents out of love of God (and not just 
out of fear of divine punishment), all the sins he 
had committed are considered to be mitzvot. 
This is perhaps the most comforting doctrine 
that Judaism has given to the world.” “A unique 
aspect of the Jewish faith is that although God 
rules the world with absolute justice, He is also 
merciful and forgives sins against Him. The 
doctrine of repentance is based on this belief.” 
(Encyclopedia Judaica Jr.) 
 
Who is the Suffering Servant? 
The Lord descended below all things and then 
rose above all things. In the last few days of 
His life, the atonement sequence reports that 
he was imprisoned. Likely kept in a pit while 
the High Priests sought false witnesses. “I am 
counted with them that go down into the pit: I 
am as a man that hath no strength: Free 
among the dead, like the slain that lie in the 
grave, whom thou rememberest no more: and 
they are cut off from thy hand. Thou hast laid 
me in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps.” 
(Psalms 88:4-6) In that sense, He came from the 
rocks below and ascended to the heaven 
above. Because they are special witnesses of 
Him, this suffering is often reflected in each of 
the prophet’s lives. Those who know Him best 
and are destined to testify of Him the most are 
often subjected to the worst. I know of a 
religious instructor visiting Israel who asked 
religious Jews why they were chosen. One 
responded, “We are chosen to suffer.” Later, in 
making a point about the Savior’s suffering, the 
instructor said, “No one is chosen to suffer 
other than the Lord.” Yet, I believe that the 
difficulties, calamities, and sufferings of the 
Jews will ultimately bring them closer to the 
Lord who covenanted to remember and save 
His people. Sufferings bring us closer to Him 
and those having the highest responsibilities of 
serving Him often suffer greatly. They “sink to 
new heights.” “And if thou shouldst be cast into 
the pit, or into the hands of murderers, and the 
sentence of death passed upon thee; if thou be 
cast into the deep; if the billowing surge 
conspire against thee; if fierce winds become 
thine enemy; if the heavens gather blackness, 
and all the elements combine to hedge up the 



 

way; and above all, if the very jaws of hell shall 
gape open the mouth wide after thee, know 
thou, my son, that all these things shall give 
thee experience, and shall be for thy good. The 
Son of Man hath descended below them all. 
Art thou greater than he?”  
(Doctrine & Covenants 122:7-8) 
 
 
 

What do the names of the Lord mean to 
me? 
The following is a partial list of symbolisms 
and/or names of the Lord. Each name has one 
or more, historical and prophetic, descriptions 
of the Savior and his mission. I added some 
thoughts that may come to your and my mind 
as we read more than 100 names, titles, and 
concepts of the of the Savior in the scriptures. 
 

ADVOCATE (1 Jn. 2:1; Moro. 7:28; D&C 45:3–5; 110:4           He pleads for me 

ALMIGHTY (Gen 17:1)                                                 Power of the Most High 

ANCHOR (Hebrews 6:19)                                              He holds me fast 

ASHES (Num 19:7)                               He is symbolized by sacrifices 

AXE (Matt 3:10-17)                                                           Cuts my bonds 

BANNER (Psalms 20:5)                                                Each tribe had a banner 

BEAUTIFUL (Isa 52:7))                          He is the door, the Gate Beautiful 

BEGGAR (Matt 25:40)               As ye have done to the least of these 

BLESSED (2 Sam 22:47; 1 Kings 8:14-16; 10:9; Job 1:21; Psalm 41:13, 72:17-19;)                 
                                                           “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

BEGOTTEN (Psalm 2:7)                            He is the Literal Son of God 

BELOVED (Matt 17:5)                                                   This is my beloved Son 

BLOOD (Lev 17:11)                                                   He gave His blood 

BODY (Col 1:18)                                                         He gave His body 

BOUGH (John 15:5)                                                           He is the vine 

BRANCH (Zech 6:12, Isa 4:2, 10:1)                                                            Gives fruit 

BREAD (John 6:33-34, 51)                                                        Sacrament 

BREAD OF LIFE (Matt 26:26)                                                 Sacrament 

BRIDE (Rev 22:17)                                                      He gives new life 

BRIDEGROOM (Isa 54:5)                                        He is my protector 

BRIGHT STAR (Rev 22:16)                                                    Bethlehem 

BRIGHTNESS (Psalm 18:28)                                                     Celestial 

BUCKLER (Psalm 91:4)                                            He is my protector 

CAPTAIN [Lord of Hosts] (Mal 3:10)   No one shall make them afraid 

CHILD (Matt 18:24, Mark 9:37                                                    Bethlehem 

CHRIST (1 John 5:20)                                                                 Messiah 

CLOTH, CLOTHING (Isa 61:10)                                       Temple robes 

CONSOLATION (Luke 2:25)                                                                      Comforts 

CORNER STONE (Eph 2:20)                    He is the Chief Cornerstone 

COUNSELOR (Isa 9:6)                             He always answers prayers 

COVER, (James 5:20)                                                Cover a multitude of sins 

CRAFTSMAN [Carpenter] (Mark 6:3, Matt 13:55)  All things made by Him 

CREATOR (Gen 1:1, Col 1:16, John 1:3)                      All things made by Him 

DIVINE (Rom 1:20)                                                        Son of Father in Heaven 

DOOR (John 10:9) Scapegoat exited Gate of Mercy, Forgiveness, Beautiful 

IMMANUEL (Isa 7:14, 8:8; Matt 1:23)                He is with God the Father 

EXAMPLE (2 Nephi 31:16)                                                               Following Him 

EVERLASTING FATHER (Isa 9:6, 63:16; 2 Thes 2:16)        As Son of God, 
                                                 He adopted me – became my father 

FATHER (Isa 9:6)                                                          He adopted me 

FIRSTBORN (Col 1:15)                                                                Before all things 

FORGIVENESS (Eph 1:7)                                     Riches of His Grace 

FOUNDATION (Isa 28:16)                 He is represented by the Twelve 

FOUNTAIN (Jer 2:13)                  He is the Fountain of Living Waters 

GLORY (John 1:14, Heb 1:3)                                 Glory to your people, Israel 

GOD (Gen 1:1, 5:1; Isa 40:28; Matt 4:7)                                           Everlasting God 

GOOD SHEPHERD (John 10:11)                                   He protects me 

GOODNESS (Psalm 144:2)                        My goodness, my deliverer 

GRACIOUS (Psalm 116:5)                                                            Giving, merciful 

GREAT (1 Samuel 12:22)                                                                                       My all 

GREATEST (Matt 23:11)                                                                      Serves us all 

HEAD (1 Chronicles 29:11)                                                                 Head above all 

HELP (Psalm 124:8, 115:9-11, 46:1; Jacob 2:5)                     He is my assistance 

HIDING PLACE (Psalm 32:7; 119:114)                              He protects me 

HIGH TOWER (2 Sam 22:3; Psalm 144:2)                           He protects me 

HOLY ONE (Job 6:10; Psalm 16:10; 89:18; Isa 5:24)                     Sacred Creator 

I AM (Ex 3:14; Matt 22:32; John 8:58)                                                Jehovah 

JEHOVAH (Ex 6:3; Psalm 83:18; Isa 26:4)                                  He is “I am” 

JOY (Psalm 43:4)                                                                                           Happiness 

JUDGE (Gen 18:25; Isa 33:22)                                      Justice and Mercy 

JUST (Deut 32:4; Zach 9:9; Acts 7:52, 22:14)                                Fair and merciful 

KEY (Isa 22:22)                                                               Eternal sealing 

KING (Heb 7:1-3; Rev 19:16; Matt. 2:2, 21:5, 27:11, 42; Mark 15:9, 12, 18, 26; 32;  
John 1:49, 12:13, 15; Luke 23:3, 38; John 18:33, 39; 19:3, 14, 19, 21     King of Kings 

LAMB (Gen 22:8; John 1:29, 36; Rev 7:17)             First-born lamb sacrifice 

LAW GIVER (Isa 33:22)                               Keep my commandments 

LAW (Gen 49:10; Matt 5:7)                                       Keep My statutes, My laws 

LAWYER (1John 2:1)                      We have an advocate with the Father 

LEAST (Matt 25:40)          Done it unto the least, have done it unto Me 

LEAVEN (Amos 4:5; Matt 13:33; 1 Cor 5:8)                       Raises all from death 

LIFTER (Psalm 3:3)                                                             Raises all from death 

LIGHT (John 8:12, 9:5, 12:46; D&C 11:11)                                  Light of the world 

LIVING WATER (Song Sol 4:15; Jer 2:13; John 4:10, 7:38)                Baptism by 
                                                                                          immersion 

LORD (Gen 2:4; Matt. 28:6; Mark 16:19–20; Luke 2:11; 22:61; 24:3, 34; John 11:2; 20:2,  
18, 20, 25; Acts 2:36; 8:24–25, 39; 9:5–6, 10–11, 15, 17, 31, 35, 42; 10:48; 11:21, 23; 13:12, 
 48–49; 14:3, 23; 15:35; 16:10, 32; 18:8–9, 25; 20:19; 21:20; 22:10, 16; 23:11)      Master  
LORD JESUS (Luke 24:3; Acts 7:59; 8:16; 9:29; 11:17, 20; 15:11, 26; 16:31; 19:5, 10,  
13, 17; 20:21, 24, 35; 21:13; 28:31)                                         Jehovah saves 



 

LORD OF ALL (Acts 10:36)                                                               For everyone 

LORD OF HOSTS (2 Sam 7:26)                        God of the armies of Israel 

LORD OF THE SABBATH (Gen 2:1-3; Mark 2:28)     Sabbath, Lord’s day 

MASTER (Matt 8:19, 12:38, 19:16, 22:16, 23:10)                                Lord or Ruler 

MEDIATOR (1 Tim 2:5)                                                              He pleads for me 

MERCIFUL (Psalm 116:5; Jer 3:12; Heb 8:12)              Mercy and forgiveness 

MERCY (Psalm 85:7                       The mercy seat in the ancient temple 

MESSENGER (Mal 3:1; Mat 11:10; Mark 1:      Messenger of the covenant 

MESSIAH (Dan 9:25; John 4:25)                          He is the Anointed One 

MIGHTY GOD (Isa 9:6, 60:16)                                                                  So strong 

MORNING STAR (Rev 22:16)                                               Bethlehem 

NAZARENE (Matt 2:23)                                                             Lived in Nazareth 

NEW WINE (Joel 1:5, 10, 3:18; Isa 24:7)                                         New covenant, 
                                                           sacrament in “remembrance” 

OLD WINE (Matt 9:17)     Old covenant, sacrament in “anticipation” 

ONLY BEGOTTEN (John 1:14, 18)                           Born of the Father 

PRINCE (Acts 3:15, 31)                                                                              God’s Son 

PROPHET (Deut 18:15-16; Mat 21:11; John 4:19,7:40) Proclaims God’s word  

RABBI (John 1:38, 49; 3:2, 26; 6:25)                                             He is my teacher 

RABBONI (John20:16)                                                                              My teacher 

REDEEMER (Job 19:25; Isa. 59:20; 60:16)                                                 Salvation 

REFUGE (Psalm 48:3)                                                    He protects me 

RESURRECTION (John 11:25)                                                 He Lives! 

RIVER (Job 28:10; Prov 21:1; Isa 48:18; John 7:38; Rev 22:1)            Living water 

ROCK (Num 20:8; Deut 32:4; Matt 16:18; 1 Cor 10:4)            Rock of Salvation 

ROD (Ex 4:20; Ez 7:10; 1Nephi 11:25)                              Hold on to the iron rod 

SALVATION (Gen 49:18; 2 Tim 2:10; Heb 2:10; 5:9; 9:23)                  He Saves 

SAVIOR (Acts 13:23; Matt 1:21; John 4:42)                       Pulls me from danger 

SERVANT (Isa 42:1; 52 13-15; Zech 3:8)                                          Labors for me 

SHADE, SHADOW (Psalm 91:1; 2 Nephi 14:6)                      He covers me 

SHEPHERD (Psalm 23; John 10:11, 14; Heb 13:20; 1 Pet 5:4)        My protector 

SHIELD (Psalm 35:2; 119:114)                                      He is my protector 

SHILOH (Gen. 49:10)                                                                     Temple Location 

SIGHT (Deut 12:28;  Isa 43:4; Pro 3:4)                             He opens my eyes 

SON (Matt 1:1; 3:17; 16:16; Mark 5:7)                           He is the Son of God 

SON OF DAVID (Matt 1:1; Luke 18:38-39)    He is the Royal line of Kings 

SON OF GOD (Matt 3:17; Mark 5:7)                   Son of Father in Heaven 

SON OF MAN (Matt 8:20, 9:6, 12:40; Mark 2:28)                        Adopted me, 
                                                                         He became my father 

SPRING (Psalm 85:11; Matt 24:32)                                 His 1st deliverance 
                                                                         was fruit of the spring 

STEM (Isa 11:1; D & C 113:1)                                             Descends from Jesse 

STONE (Gen 49:24; Matt 21:42; 1 Pet. 2:4, 7)                    Rock of Salvation, 
                                                                              Chief Cornerstone 

STRENGTH (Psalm 18:1-2, 19:14, 28:8; 59:17)                                           Almighty 

SUN (Psalm 84:11, 89:36; 1 Cor 15:40-41)                                         Celestial 

TRIED (CORNER) STONE (Isa 28:16; Matt 21:42)                      Rejected, 
                                                                                 became our rock 

TRUTH (Psalm 119:142; John 14:6; 1 John 5:6)     Everlasting righteousness 

WATER (Jer 2:13, 17:13)                                                             Baptism 

WINE (Gen 14:18; 49:11; Joel 1:5; John 2:1-11)                                          Sacrament 

WORD (John 1:1, 14)                                                    The word of God 
 

 


